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5. CAPTAIN PHILLIPS 
RATED PG-13
As he did in his vérité thriller
United 93, Paul Greengrass main-
lines Captain Phillips with an 
adrenalized you-are-there imme-
diacy. No other director under-
stands how to wield a handheld 
camera with the same nail-biting 
urgency, and no other storyteller 
knows how to craft a ticktock pro-
cedural with such Swiss-jeweler 
precision. Based on a ripped-
from-the-headlines 2009 incident 
where four armed Somali pirates 
hijacked an American cargo vessel 
off the Horn of Africa, Captain 

Phillips breathlessly reenacts the 
siege, standoff, and eventual res-
cue of the ship’s captain by Navy 
SEALs. As Richard Phillips, Tom 
Hanks delivers one of his most 
nuanced, least movie-star-ish 
performances in ages. He makes 
you feel the vulnerability and con-
fusion simmering beneath his 
heroic, can-do facade. That Green-
grass also gets under the skin of 
Phillips’ desperate captors—that 
he even cares to—is what makes 
this compassionate masterpiece 
a workout for your head and 
not just your quickening pulse. 
(In theaters)

7. DECEPTIVE PRACTICE: 
THE MYSTERIES AND 
MENTORS OF RICKY JAY
NOT RATED
Were there more important 
documentaries this year?  
Absolutely. But none cast the 
same giddy spell as this one. 
Forget those Dos Equis ads; 
Jay, the hangdog raconteur,  
connoisseur of con artists, and 
historian of hustlers, is the most 
interesting man in the world. 
He’s as lethal with a deck of 
cards as he is with a wry one-
liner. And here, he happily takes 
us on a tour of all the chiseling 
cheats, colorful conjurers, and 
fast-fingered flimflammers who 
helped shape him into the man 
he is today. Which is to say, 
our greatest—and most 
entertaining—living magician. 
(On DVD and VOD)     

8. OUT OF THE  
FURNACE 
RATED R 
It’s a good year when we’re 
treated to one Christian Bale 
film. This year we got two. David 
O. Russell’s Scorsesean caper 
American Hustle will hog the 
Oscar buzz. But Scott  Cooper’s 
devastating death trip is the 
more  emotionally  involving film, 
thanks to one of Bale’s most 
feverishly  intense performances 
as an ex-con avenging his 
brother (Casey  Affleck) by going 
after a backwoods sadist 

(Woody Harrelson). Out of the 
Furnace is so steeped in wrath, 
revenge, and tragedy, it feels as 
if it’s taken from the onionskin 
pages of the Old  Testament.  
(In theaters)

9. ALL IS LOST 
RATED PG-13
Robert Redford has always been 
one of our most unknowable lead-
ing men—a golden-haired sphinx. 
Now, at 77, he’s stepped forward 
and revealed his soul. In J.C. Chan-
dor’s grueling one-man show, All 
Is Lost, Redford plays a man sail-
ing solo in the Indian Ocean 
whose hull is ripped open by a 
stray shipping container. Almost 
silently, the film chronicles the 

snap life-or-death decisions he 
makes as panic and resignation 
slowly set in. There aren’t any 
fancy monologues here, just the 
existential dread writ large on 
Redford’s weathered face. This is 
a master class in acting from a 
man whose quiver of tricks we 
thought was exhausted a long 
time ago. Who knew he was 
keeping his greatest one in re-
serve all this time? (In theaters)

10. THE CONJURING 
RATED R
Digging my fingernails into my 
armrest while Lili Taylor played 
hide-and-seek with her daughters 
in The Conjuring was one of the 
most delirious experiences I had at 
the movies this year. The white-
knuckle chiller about a husband-
and-wife team of ghost hunters 
investigating a creepy old house in 
Rhode Island won’t win points for 
originality (there’s the usual smor-
gasbord of fetid stenches, creaky 
doors, and visions of dead people), 
but director James Wan ratchets 
up those bump-in-the-night 
clichés with crackerjack crafts-
manship, tightening the vise on 
the audience’s frayed and frazzled 
nerves. (On DVD and VOD)

6. ENOUGH SAID RATED PG-13
Nicole Holofcener’s romantic comedy about a pair of  single 
parents who manage to find a connection just when 
they’ve given up on the idea of love is the year’s most 
bittersweet film. Julia Louis-Dreyfus finally gets to stretch 
out beyond the confines of the small screen as a divorced 
masseuse who protects her heart with sarcasm and self-
deprecation. And James Gandolfini, in one of his final roles, 
gets to display the teddy-bear soul beneath his intimidat-
ing Tony Soprano alter ego. Both actors give relaxed, 
touching, and lived-in performances that sparkle and ache. 
When it’s over—and trust me, the elliptical ending is note-
perfect—you can’t help but feel a profound sense of 
sadness and loss over all the other surprising roles we’ll 
never get the chance to see Gandolfini play. (In theaters) 
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